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1 STORY BY ROBERT M. LANE

eff” | said, afier the exciternent was over, “vou promised me a
Spring cruise.”

He had not, of course, but Jeff Coult is a good sport, and he broke into
a langh that shook his huge frame as 1 teased him about our spring
cruise—by the calendar only—to Alaska aboard the 81-foot Sawir.
Winter lefiovers were near-constant companions: winds of almost storm
lree, seas we all agreed were at lenst 8 feet, and snow in the air and on
deck several momings.

Ohur fingers froze while we handled heavy mooring lines, and hands
turmed icy hauling crab and shrimp pots for a meager but satisfying catch.

Jefl'is a veteran Alaska mariner. With his beard, he almost qualifies as

- a grizzled sourdough.

He and his wife, Janet Kowalski, operate a 49-foot DeFever pilothouse
yacht as a charter operation that emphasizes training. He is the
professional captain aboard Seepinr and has piloted high-speed charter
boats that whisk tourists from Juneau to Tracy Arm and its spectacular
pair of glaciers, Jeff frequently delivers vachts both ways on the Inside
Passage, wsually from Juneau or Ketchikan to Seattle, And he has
commanded small freighters hauling carge throughout Southeast Alaska
He knows his stufl, and there is much o learn cruising with him.

Late last winter, Jeff was planning a delivery run for Soosper and was
short on crew. He invited me and an old friend and skilled boater tech,
Jeff Bvberg of Lafavette, California, 1o join him and Janet on the run
north on the Inside Passage.

Although I was busy prepping my boat [or a warmer-weather trip
along the same route, | signed on eagerty, An opportunity like this was

not to be rejected.

CRUISING
METTLE

Brutal Northwest Seas Are No Match For This Rugged Steel Yacht
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THE SHIP

Seorprrer, named after the constellation near the center
of the Milly Way, was built in 1966 by Blount Marne
Corp. of Rhade Islad. Al steel, she has a beam of harely
) feet, which makes her slender for her length. 'fixl;l}-.
she's pwned by an Idaho businessman who uses her as 2
vacht and as 2 home hase for fishing expeditions aboard
a 26-foot Bavliner Trophy thar always is under tow.

Initially, Seorprns was fitted for research use. Later, an
earlier owner spent 2 ton of moeney to rebuild the ship
to Coast Guard specifications to enalble her to carry
]3;3:\..'i|:;._r| rasSEnEeTs, _H!l]uugl‘. she no 1(|I1_|_{'-!"I' is certified
by the Coast Guard, the systems installed in the
conversion still are in place—trom a huge dewatering

and fire-suppression systemn in the engine room o on-

deck fuel shutoff valves and remaote quick-pull handles
that will kill the twin Detroat Diesel 6715 instanthy,

Ehisiig !-_u Rabiem M ]ane

Searpire winters in Sidney, Brtish Columibia, w ith
many other large vachts, The two Jeffs had been
working aboard for about a week by the rime [
arrived, and renning gear had been checked and
serviced. Shorthy after 0700 the next day, [ollowing
collee and woast, Jeff Coult started the engines and a
L6kW penerator (one of three aboard), and all four of
us began freeing the vessel from the web of sl and
heavy lines that had kept her sale for the winter,

With mooring lines aboard, TOY ook the Baviiner

intn the outer harbor as Capt. Jefl maneuvered the
largre vacht out of her slip and almost immediately
encountered a tug and barge heading into the small

harbor, Jeft called on the VHE to arrange passing,

but ne ome was listening. He held o the edge of
the channel, and we passed with no problem.
welim while the

Once putside the harbor, 1 ook the

Left: The rwo Jeffs an watch in the pilothouse: Copt, Jeff Coull, right, and his lengfime hiend, Jeff Byberg. Right: Scorpius' salean

has camlariabde spoce for a crowd, and the home-style entertainment cenber i o plus,

She has classic small-ship, large-vacht nes, and her
bl is painted a proper navy blue. Her raised pilothouse
stands tall above the main deck. The white deckhouse
has a saloon with three leather couches and satellite
TV in an entertamment oenter, and a L':.I.“l_".'.' with dining

Space for at
The large aft deck, sheltered by a hard top, s enclosed
by camvas and vinyl curtains and has lounging furmiture
that was covered during my time aboard.

1 was assipmed the four-berth crew guarters fomward
and below the main deck. TO] {“the other jell™) had a
sumilir space aft to himself, while Jeff Coult and his
wife shared one of a pair of owner-goest suites,

east eight and elbosw room for several oooks.

twor Jeffs rgped the Bayvliner for towing, It didn’
take me long to conclude that towing the boat was
a nuisance. The pair of 20-foot Boston Whalers on
the vpper deck swould fish just as well, I thought.
Owr first day prowed to be one of the best. We
motored north in Trncomali Channel o calm water,
shot through Gabriola Pass against a small current,
and turned north in Georgia Strait for a night at
anchor in Nunaimeo. Good weather conditions gave
me e 10 get to know the air-assisted engine
controls, the jog-stick steering, and the autopilot and
its small steering knob, Scorprs has a good armay of

electronics, but nothing Faney or elaborvate. Jefl added
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